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my was the will of the honourable Founder of 
this Lecture, that the third in the courſe, which 
he was pleaſed to appoint, ſhould be. for the 
detecting, and convicting, and expoſing the idol- 
2 1 of the Romiſh church; their tyranny, uſur- 

tions, damnable hereſies, fatal errors, abomin- 
( able ſuperſtitions, and other crying. wickedneſſes 
in their high places ; and finally to prove that the 
* church of Rome is that myſtical Babylon, that man 
te of ſin, that apoſtate « church, e of As Nene 
* Teſtament,” E 4' boo) ela! tn Ele 


As the general ſubject, expreſſed in the words of 
the inſtitution, which have now been repeated, i is too 
extenſive for one lecture, the reverend and tearned 
Gentlemen, who have gone before me, "confined 
themſelves, in their ſeveral diſcourſes; to > ſome 2 
ſterze hebel —+: 48334 one ho 
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1 
Ehe firſt, was on;therinfallibil myo be Rauiſh 
chiveh?—The" ſecond; en the Tuprtmacy of the Biſh. 
of. FPhEthirdcoh the fdolitry oF the chifrch==The 


fourth, was to ſhow that the Papal religion is a com- 
plex fal ſehood.— The fifth, was to prove that the 


church of Rome is that man of ſin, ſpoken of in the 


New-Teſtament.—The ſixth, was on the authority 
of tradition. ITdie ſeventh,” oh the dodttine of tran- 
ſubſtantiation. The eighth, on the perſecuting ſpirit 
al the, Nomiſh, chuxch.—- The; nigth, an: the doctring 


of merit, and exrogation. * reſent ſhall 
«lh | ſupers Ing g 


The Tyranny and Uſurpations. —Accordingly, the 
buſineſs of of the following diſcourſe. Will, be to 1 
. That the. church of Rome hach pelt pb 
not given to her hy Jeſus Chriſt; and in che ex dre 


of thoſe powers, her miniſſers have ted an: 
over God's heritage. udo imo 5811 40 vas 


"Tv execute che Work which 1 have now ve 
en, it will be neceſſary to point opt ſorge of. thoſe 
powers which the" church of Rome hath uſut : rped ; z 


and to: Hol Aly. unqueſtionable; authorities, "er 


in ce exefcife bf thdſe powers, her miniſters have 
acted as lords over God's s heritage. * 
to ebrow 21 ni 53210 g Icon 203 27I· 
e late Pr. gglefworth, . ane. 
ob Res. Pe N ä ee 1 " 3 
DFTbre Res Dr.- Maybe 211 9143395 900 403 n 
b De „ en ofw acti) 
3 Cooper .. 
-ſPhe'pr es MINS 255 nme 
The Rev. Dr. Gordon cf by 5 2.5 


Ae Rev. Dr, Willard, Preſident of the pUdeecrlity, 1785 
0 Rer. Mr. Haven 179 9 
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It ill not he expected, that we confine ourſclyes 
to the preſent; ſtatę of the church of Rome, and take 
no evidence ef her tyranny and uſurpatiuns, hut 
what, atiſes ſrom der preſent claims, and the exerciſe 
of the powers which ſhe nb poſſe ſſrs 1 if it can he 
proved chat in her moſt proſperous ſtate, and before 
ſhe received any check from oppoſing -prinoes, ſhie 
claimed, and ſhe exerciſed pqwers, which were not 
given to her by Jlus Chriſt, the charge. of tyran 
and ufurpation may be HE 98 againſt her, T 
though, ſhe now appears humble and dejected. e 


Our Catholic brethren, ſome of whom we high 
efteem fot their Tearning 7 piet), will not be o 
ended, that we point out ſuch things i in the docine, 
or in the practice of their church, as we think 1 incon- 
ſiſtent withthe - doctrine of Chriſt, and che p practice 
of che apoſtles. They have rhe Nite liberty,” Prot- 
eſtant churches ſtill retain errors, whithvinany in their 
communion wiſh to ſee reformed, and would thank 
the-members of any church whatever, for aſſiſtance 
in ſo good a work, WI frerly acknowledge the 
uſurpations of the Romiſh church are by no means 
fo. threatning to the liberties and the happineſs of 


mankind, as they were at the time when our fathers 


ſeparated. rom her, In the laſt ages, reaſan and 
philoſophy have gloriouſſy e over GO 
and enthuſtaſm g een 004 200! 

But, while we xejoice in 3 eftixtziof liberal 
inquiry, and acknowledge, with ſingular pleaſure, 
chat the Cathalic churchi is very different from hat 


the onee was, much yet is cto be done, to complete 
20 pa her 
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3 1 
her reformation : much yet is to be done, to remove 
the doctrines, and the ceretnonies, which ſuperſtition 
hath added to her creeds, and'to her worſhip: much 
yet is to be done; before the religion, which ſhe pro- 
feſſes, will fully reſemble that pure and ſimple reli. 


gion which was taught and * by Jeſus and 
his diſciples. 


The ſubject, which I "Re engaged to cools. 


naturally divides itſelf i into two parts. Accordingly, 
I will, in the, 


Firſt place, undertake to ſhow, that the 2 of 


Rome hath uſurped powers over the conſcience, and 
over the fortunes of men, which were never given 


to her by. Jeſus Chriſt: and 


Secondly, that in the exerciſe of thoſe powets, her 
miniſters, in many caſes, have acted as lords over 


God's heritage. 


I am firſt to ſhchw;," that tis elunth of Rome hath 

uſurped powers over the conſcience, and over the 
fortunes of men, which were never given het by Ich 
Chriſt. 
The rights of conſcience are OR As ev. 
ery man muſt give an account of himſelf to God, (6, 
eſpecially in matters of religion, W oF man muſt 6 
for himſelf. 

Our actions can neither be morally e or bad; ; 
we can neither deſerve praiſe or blame, any farther 
than we are free. But what degree of freedom, in 
matters of religion, can thoſe enjoy, who are required 
9 receive, as doctrines of faith, ſuch . 


1 
of men as fail of ſupport from the Scriptures, and 
are, at the ſame time, aa to the human uns 
derſtandingg. 
To mention all che Yi ny in * 2 it appears 


to us, that the Catholic church hath uſurped autho- 


rity over the conſcience of her members, would be a 
wol K far too extenſive for the preſent lecture: it 
would go very conſiderably towards a hiſtory of her 
councils, her creeds, and her perſecutions: | 

That I may not, however, appear to bring charges 
without offering proof, you will ſuffer me to mention 
ſome of thoſe articles of faith, which the Catholic 
church hath required her members to receive, and 
which diffenters from that church have proteſted 
againſt; as intolerable uſurpations. 


The church of Rome requires all her members to 
believe, that the. Pope is the next and immediate 
vicegerent of Jeſus Chriſt, that he is, by divine right, 
the paſtor and head of the univerſal church on earth ; 
and that it 1$ neceſſary to our ſalvation, that we be 
in ſubjection to him. 

That the members of the church of Rome ate re- 
quired to believe that the pope is, jure divine, ſupreme 
over all biſhops, and ought to be honoured accord 
ingly, is expreſſed in the ſtrongeſt term by their 
moſt celebrated writers. 

But while Catholicks have the derives of councils, 
and the opinions of their doctors in abundance, to 
ſupport the ſupremacy of their pontiff, we think 
they fail exceedingiy, when They” dre: MM to arg 
Scripture: evidence. * W 
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There is not prof that Se Polen ws ever biſhop 
of Rome; and of conſequenee che claims of that 
church to ſuperiority, in virtue of powers which the 
pope is ſuppoſed to derive from the apoſtle, are 
groitidleſs and -vaihi Tobe the mefnbers of the 
church, therefore, to yield abſolute Obedience to the 
biſhop. of Rothe;'as the ſutcceſſor of Peter, and iche 
Vicar of Chriſt; is to uſurp an authority over ia con- 
ſcience, which no feaſoning can juſtify. f 
The church of Rome requires all her members to 
believe, « that inthe Sacrament of the Euchariſt, 
« poſt pants & vini ronſecrationem; there is truly, really, 
and ſubſtantially, the body and blood, together 
te with the ſoul and divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
* and that there is made a converſion of the whole 
* ſubſtance of the bread into the body; and of the 
« whole r of * wine into the blood of 
« Chriſt.''t 
Many ainhotiticy might be e rhoduted, to rd 
that this is the faith of the church of Rome. The 
council of Trent e e e hc fides in ecelgy 
Dei fatt—, | © 
In the examination n of vob Faſo, before the. mer 
of Conſtance, it appears to have been the opinion of 
that learned aſſembly, that the very. Body of Jeſus 
« Chriſt, which was born of the Virgin Mary; ſuffer: 
« ed, died, and roſe: again, and now ſitteth at the 
605 right hand of {Gods is — realy. in:the:Jacra- 


„ 212 ment 
l n 


+ See PO padde Hiſt. Crnntiter: 1 A6 ofxhe 
doctrine of the Euchariſt). —** Therefore the faith ful do [give 


the honour of Latria, or divine worſhip, bo 10 Gos, to this 
* ſacrament.” 


1 


4 ent of the altar. This was declared to be the 
orthodox faith. 
Had the article Jaſt mentioned been given enki as 
2. of he higheſt and moſt reſpectable eccleſi- 
aſtical characters, aſſemhled to inquire into the mean - 
ing ol the Seriptuxes, without pretending to-enfarce 
thcir opiniomupon others, it might have been harm 
leſs; ſo far, at leaſt, as opinions, unſupported by 
Scripture: or reatoh;:eam-be harmleſs. But when ra- 
tional and accountable heings are told, by an order 
of men ho pretend to have power from the Holy 
Ghaſt to ſettle the neteſſary articles of faith, that they 
muſt-believe this article, or be damned; when. a want 
of faith in this particular is deemed. hereſy, to be pun- 
iſhed. with the; ſevereſt pains in this life, and. with 


4 p 
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cvexlaſting miſery in the world to come, the opinion 


is, ſa far from being harmleſs, that it ĩs pregnant with 
the greateſt miſchief, and becomes an inſupportable 
burden to the conſcience, of thoſe Mp. are Fayired 
to receive it. 

Our divine Maſter, who. . ann not _ 
ceive his particular friends, called upon them to han- 
dle him and fee, for a ſpirit hath not fleſh. and bones. 
The apoſtle John taught the firſt, converts to depend 
on the ſame kind of evidence, hen he ſaid, f* That 
which we have heard, which we have ſeen with our 
eyes, which" we have looked upon, and our . 
haye; handled, declare ce unto yu 
- - Having the authority of Chriſt, and of, his beloved 
diſciple do depend on the evidengeiaf ur: ſenſes, in 
r naſe 


3 Lenfant' Hiſt. "Coun. Conſtance, v. 1 in} 324 | 
t Luke xxiv./39. II Ep. J cha 
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matters of ſerious ĩmportance, we ſhould be diſpoſed 
to aſk our Catholic brethren, whether they can diſ- 
cover any thing in the appearance, in the feeling; or 
in the taſte of the 'wafer, after being, as they believe, 


made that very body of Jeſus which ſuffered on the 


croſs, and whichthe diſciples handled after he had 
riſen from the dead, different from eee was in 
it before the cotiſecration 2? 

If our ſenſes,” in a perfect and found 8 and 
when under the beſt advantages for judging, can 
diſcover nothing in the conſecrated wafer, different 
from the common wafer, we ought certainly to be al- 
lowed ſo much liberty of conſcience as to ſay, we do 
not believe the change takes place, which is ſuppoſed, 
. our Catholic brethren, in the act of conſecration. 


At this age of the world, 1 hope it may be taken 
for granted, that the Scriptures no where require "3 
to receive any propoſitions whatever, as doctrines 
faith, which are contrary to reafon, and which our 
ſenſes, at the ſame time, declare to be falſe. We 
muſt therefore underſtand thoſe paſſages of Scripture, 
which ſpeak of the facramental bread and wine, as 
the body and'blood of Chriſt, as we do many other 
paſſages, where we all agree to give up the literal 
ſenſe for the ve, Peter was not a rork ; nor 
was Chriſt a lam. 

Farther, to ſhow that the church of Nbine hath 
been guilty of uſurping authority over the conſcience, 
we add, ſhe requires all who are in her communion 
to · pay a kind of-worthip to creatures, which is ne 
where required; but, we ſay, 1 is n forbidden i in 
the holy Scriptures, 441} 205 v2 God 


7 1 


God commanded, ſaying, * Thou ſhalt have np 
1 Py gods before me: And with reſpect to a 
mediator, Jeſus taught his diſciples to conſider him, 
and him only, in that light. ; 

On this important ſubject; - the apoſtles clearly 
underſtood their divine Maſter. Though there be 
that are called gods, whether in heaven or on earth, 
cas there be gods many, and lords many; but to 15 
ce there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all 
_ & things, and we in him, and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
« by whom are all things, and we by him. For 
te there is one God, and one mediator: between God 
«© and man, the man Chriſt Jeſus. If any man fin, 
e we have an advocate with the W n Cheiſt 
te the'righteous.” 


In this plain and fimple manner did the firſt | 


miniſters of the goſpel expreſs themſelves concerning 
the- object of gy and the way of acccls to- the 
Father. 


Attention but a * minutes to the Ae of 


the church of Rome will be ſufficient to convince us, 
that ſhe requires thoſe who are in her communion. 
to pay a kind of worſhip to creatures, which is no 
where required in the holy Scriptures. 

We ſhall paſs over many things which we find in 
the decrees of councils, and in books highly approved 
by the Catholic church, concerning the worſhipping 
of the Hoſt—the Croſs—Images, and Relics—al- 
though in all theſe particulars the charge of ſuper- 
ſtition and idolatry hath been ſupported againſt her. 


With your leave J will TROY a few autharities, 
| . Which 
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WAICh expreis cher opinion of the Catholics, with 
feſpect to che honduis due to the ſaints in ane 
before e dihmiſs chis part of the ſubject. | 

The council of Trent decreed; in their laſt gelen k 

Mat it i ole to invoke the ſaints, and to 
Aha ve rœcgunſt᷑ ſto their pray ers. It is the faith of 
the Catholicceh urch that the ſaints, reigning to- 
* gather with:Chrift;' offer up their prayers to God 
„or men. and therefore it is good and profitable 
humbly th nde them, and fly to them for help 
t and aid,ithat we may, through their means, en 
— of. God.) 

Af the church of Rome had gane 1 no een in 
this particular, chan to inſtruct her members to call 
upon the ſaints in heaven to act for them as mediators, 
even hat would be a criminal departure from the 
divine rule: Chriſtians are taught to believe in one 
God, and in one Mediator: they are taught, by Jeſus' 
himſelf, to make their prayers to the Father an his 
name. To. teach the children of men, therefore, 


they ought 40 make uſe of other mediators, is to lead 


them aſide from the goſpel, and encourage them to 
truſt on a Wade which dann no Oy in the 
bible. . 3 


But if it to thedodit, of Cbritt, what 


the members af his church make application to any 


but himſelf, as advocates With the Father, how can 
the church of Rome be juſtiſied in teaching her mem- 
bers to makes their. prayers dirraly to the ſaints in 
heaven? ſuch prayers, however;[if we are mot miſin: 
ed are canſtantly made in the Catholic churghes. 


71 Father Paul's Hiſt, Council of Trent. Doctor 


„ 

Doctor Middleton obſerves, in his letter From 
Rothe, that the Catholics aſcribe to their ſamis the 
ſame titles; powers and attributes whick the heathen 
i; to er pee to g cher at — 


2 ike affairs of men; as moſt powerful, — 
«ble; and al ways ready to help and relieve their vo- 
« turies. All this, he adds, is (confirmed by the 
«conſtant ſtyle of their prayers, and the expreſs lum 
*: guage of their liturgies.? 1 The ſaints are ad- 
« dreſſed under tht titles of en protectors, 
te and diſpenſers of grace.“ 01 
Sottie of the prayers made e irgin Mary; art 
— at leaſt, on blaſphemy : the following, 
although not the moſt exceptioimblezois certainly 
idolatrous. 0 moſt mercifulꝰ Virgin, waſh a 
6 all our fins. Thou with thy Sm, ſirteſt at the 
« right hand of the Father inline thy Son to lock 
« favourably" upon us: force him, by thy prayers, 
te to he merciful to us ſihners.” She has been prayed 
to, as the enlightener of all hearts the fountain of 
mercy the 1 of Go 3 bow cg? 'of 
the whole Trinity. T | 
It islimpoſnible for us W erp My 
into uicht the more ſerious and'thoughtful members 
of the Romiſſi chufch muſt have been plugged when 
po to pay religious honours nor ofily to Mary 
and the. Apoſili , but ts ſaintꝭ ad eohfeſſors ef in 
kerlour open and to lone who Were! not known, 
18K „ e ie 
. 3 Middleton" 3 La p. 30. prefat. Diſcourſe. 14 


1 Dr. Pearee, N . of Rocheſtetꝰb Settoris, Fw p. 
218, moth WG EOS: + Qi, 274 16) »d5 550 n 1 flow 
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me their names were detiphered from impetfed 
inſcriptions on Jepnlthral foxes, ſound by accident, 
and afterwards ſanctified by prieſtly authority. 

It is ſurpriſing to us, that the Spaniards paid the 
honours of ſaintſhip to a deceaſed overſeer of the 
high-ways, by the name of St. Yiar. Not leſs ridic- 
ulous is the Aintſnip of Veronica, to whoſe honour an 
altar was erected by the infallible' Urban the VIII. 
although ſhe had no other exiſtence than the pre- 
tended picture of Chriſt on the handkerchief, 128 
which, it is pretended, he wiped his face. 

To this ſaint, whoſe exiſtence was the offspring of 
prieſtcraft and ignorance, a deluded multitude were 
taught to make the following prayer; Conduct 
« us, O thou bleſſed figure, to out. proper home, 
« where we may behold the pure face of Chriſt l 

But among all Who have been honoured; with a 
place in the calendar of ſaints, none perhaps was 
more ridiculous than the Saggy cloak; of St. Alban; 
which, by a ſingular kind of good fortune, received 
religious honours, from our Engliſh. nn. by 
the name of Sr. Ampbibolus. 

A multitude of inſtances might be n 225 
the devotional books, and hiſtories of the Romiſn 
church, which ſhow, in what ſcandalous ways ſhe 
hath uſurped dominion over the conſcience of her 
members, in requiring them to pay religious honours 
to ſaints, and..creatures of their own een, 

ie, 8 AS p- 90, 91, 92. u VIAR-- 

—St, VAR. ——VERA-—IC N, for che St Veronica. 
* Middleton's Lettery p. 91.—Biſhop Uſher has made it more 


hau probable, that the Anpbibolut, worſtupped as-a _ was 
nothing more than the ſhaggy cloak of St Alban. | 


L oy Þ 

Wie know the well-informed Catholics of the pre- 
ſent day, deſpiſe the ſuperſtition and folly of the dark 
ages, in the inſtances which were laſt mentioned: 
they are not therefore produced to ſhow what the 
church believes at the preſent time, but to ſhow how 
far ſhe went in former ages, to encourage ſuperſtitious 
and idolatrous practices. 

One of their beſt writers, Father Mabillon, has ex- 
poſed the impoſitions of the church, with reſpect to 
the things laſt mentioned, with as much ſeverity as 
if he had been a proteſtant. In a diſſertation on the 
worſhip of ſaints, he ſays; * Honours are given to 
« ſaints, who perhaps were not Chriſtians; and the 
members of their church “ every day beſeech ſaints 
* to intercede for them with God, when it is much 
te doubted, whether they themſelves be in heayen.” + 


But the lapfe of time admoniſhes me to quit this 
part of the ſubject, and go on to ſhow, That the church 
of Rome hath not only uſurped authority over the 
renſelener” of her members, but over their fortunes. 

The charge of herefy Was brought : againſt the cel · 
ebrated Wickliff, for faying, 2 ie is contrary to the 
« inſtitution of Chriſt to enrich the clergy. — 
This, no doubt, appeared to | be an impious and 
daring hereſy, to a body of men, who at that time 
had acquired, and were acquiring, amazing property. 
The hiſtory of the church, alter her infallibility 
was well ſupported, and her tnembers were taught to 
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In the ages which preceded the reformation, peo- 
ple were extremely ignorant, and, what is the natural 
conſequence, extremely ſuperſtitious. Their fears 
and apprehenſions, with reſpect to inviſible beings, 
and the inviſible ſtate, were capable of being raiſed, 
even to diſtraction. -- Conceive then of the advanta- 
ges, which a numerous clergy poſſeſſed in thoſe ages, 
to increaſe their own wealth, and the wealth of the 
church. 

By the laws of celibacy, as Dr. Robertſon obſerves, 
the miniſters of religion were ſeparated from the reſt 
of mankind. *© Undifturbed with thoſe cares, and 
e unincumbered with thoſe burdens which occupy 
e and oppreſs other men, the intereſt of their order 
te was their only object, and they were at full liberty 
te to purſue it. The nature of their function gave 
them acceſs to all perſons, and at all ſeaſons. They 
could employ all the motives of fear and hope, of 
terror and conſolation, which operate moſt power- 
« fully on thz human mind. They haunted the 
weak and the credulous : they beſieged the bed 
« of the ſick and of the dying : they ſuffered few to 

go out of the world, without leaving marks of their 
* liberality to the church, and taught them to com- 
pound with the Almighty for their fins, by beſtow- 
* ing riches upon thoſe who called themſelves his 
« ſervants.”* Wet ns 

In this way the clergy brought 8 ſums into 
the ſacxed treaſury. . But this was not the only way 

in which the church was enriched. by uſurping au- 
thority over the conſcience and fortunes of her mem- 
ders, In 
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In thoſe ages, when a variety. of cirèumſtances 
concurred to make gain of godlineſs;- the inventive 
. faculties of the prieſthood were all alive. As they 
found they could proceed from one. uſurpation to 
another, without deſtroying the confidence which the 
people had been accuſtomed to repoſe in them, they 
determined to puſh their advantages to the utmoſt, 
As the writer, laſt mentioned, obſerves, „when 
« their own induſtry, or the ſuperſtition of mankind, 
e failed of producing the deſired effect, ecclefiaſtics had 
influence enough to call in the aid of law. Whoever 
« died inteſtate was preſumed to have deſtined his 
* moveables to pious uſes. The church took poſſeb- 
« ſion of them. The children, the wife, the creditors 
ce of the perſon deceaſed, were often excluded from 
* any-ſhare in what was eſteemed a ſacred property.” 
Other methods of uſurping authority over the for- 
tunes of men, the church poſſeſſed, which have not 
yet been mentioned; and among the moſt produc- 
tive, may be reckoned indulgences for the living, N 
maſſes for the dead. 
It is the Catholic faith, “ that n power of indullg- 
*« ences was left in the church by Jeſus Chriſt, and that 
** the uſe of them is very helpful to chriſtian people.“ 
The church was made to believe, the ſtock of 
merit laid in by Jeſus Chriſt, and by a multitude of 
faints who had more than they wanted for them- 
ſelves, was inexhauſtible : from this: Rock” ſhe be- 
lieved her ſupretbe infallible biſhop" had power to 
make ſuch draughts as ſhould be fuffieient to ſecure 
thoſe, in whoſe favour they were made, from all 


danger of Faint, let their, crimes bg ever ſo 
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We learn from hiſtory, the ſhameful ways in which 
the power of the church to grant indulgerices, hath 
been uſed, both to encourage the vileſt actions, and 
to draw money out of the pockets of an ignbrant 
and ſuperſtitions multitude. The infamous Parry 
was not only encouraged by the Jeſuits to murder 
Queen Elizabeth, but the then pope exhorted him 
to the horrid act; and that he might proceed with 
confidence, ** grarited him a plenary indulgence; and 
* remiſſion of his fins.” T If Clement; the facobin 
monk, had not an indulgence for murdering Henry 
the third, he nod doubt had all the benefit of the 
pope's prayers for him, for we are told, Sextus the 
Vth delivered a diſcourſe on the occaſion; in which 
he beſtowed the higheſt praiſes on that fitiſhed 
villain, and taught his hearers to believe the action 
was performed by the immediate direction of God. 
The friar Ravaillac equally deſerved the praiſe of 
his holineſs, for the murder of Hezry the IV. of 
France, as he acknowledged, on his trial, he was 
excited to the horrid deed from affection 0 the ape 
11 to the Catholic religion. | 
Had ve time, we might more fully inustrate the 
bern effects of the popiſn doctrine of indulg- 
venceę, ecemplified. it che conduct of the worſt of men. 
MWe go on to ſhow, how the, church hath àvailed 
herſelf of the power of granting indulgentes, to bring 
wen into her boſom. It was policy to bind her 
members by numerous laws; complicated and per. 
plexed, and fuch as required profound know ledge to 
an them, and then let them know, that for cer, 
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tain conſiderations, they might break over̃ every bar. 
rier, and gratify every deſire of _ cove peg 
fear of puniſhment. | 

In the ſcheme of granting 9 we dil. 
cover the deepeſt art, and moſt finiſhed knavery. 
Spiritual negociators, according to the account 
given by their own writers, were ſent forth to ſpecu- 
late with a new kind of merchandize; and with the 
moſt contemptible of all papers that ever obtained a 
currency; they raiſed immenſe ſums of real money. $ 

Although public tefttmoniy was botne againft-ohis 
ſcandalous traffick; by ſuch men as Wicklkif,and Hus, 
and a»ſmall check was given to it by. the council of 
Conſtance in the 15th century, it was carried on with 
great zeal, and did not reach its full ſtate of extrava- 
gant wickedneſs, till ſome time in the 16th. 
Leo the X. whoſe expenſes had no bounds; found 
a reſource in the ſale of 'indulgenees, when every 
other was exhauſted. He promiſed the forgiveneſs 
of all ſins; paſt, preſent, and to come. The language 
uſed by ſome of his creatures, to perſuade all, who 
had money, to purchaſe his papers, is ſhocking to 
relate. One of his preachers uſed to boaſt, ** that 
he had ſaved more ſouls from hell by indulgences, 
than St. Peter had converted, by all his preaching.” 
He declared, that if a man had committed the moſt 
abominable crime, that can poſſibly enter the ĩmagi- 
nation of a mortal, he was able, ne ee 
Power, to pardon him.“ | 

Suck exceſſes, ſuch Aang upto, rouſed 
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the ſpirit of Zuthey, whoſe bold attacks gave a ſhock 
to the hierarchy of Rome, which hath never been 
repaired. The mighty fabrick hath been ever ſince 
decaying, and will ere yy aged a huge ow of 
magnificent ruins, 

But after the infallible: ſuocelibe: of St. peter kad 
made as large and numerous draughts as he pleaſed, 


on the ſtoek of merit laid up for indulgences, in ſa- 


vour of the {iving, it was ſuppoſed there was enough 


left to procure relief for the m/erabls in another world. 


However, as redemption from the fufferings of the in- 
fernal regions muſt be reckoned among the greateſt ſa- 
hours; a handfome reward would always be expected. 


The management of this buſineſs was wholly With 
the clergy "When they viſited the chambers of the 
ſick, it was in their power to excite ſuch doubts and 
fas; ſuch alarming apprehenſions; with reſpect to 
à future ſtate, as beſt ſuited the purpoſes they had in 
view. Almoſt every one, in the laſt moments of his 
life, might be perſuaded to give the viſiting father a 
part of his poſſeſſions, to ſecure the prayers of the 
church, and obtain a ſpeedy” remove from purga- 
tory, if, for any crimes, he ſhould be EI EOFE in 
that gloomy place. 

For this kind ſervice, it is to ave remembered, 


the fee muſt be paid before the work is done; and 


the want of intelligence from the regions of the dead 
will be a ſufficient ſecurity to the prieſt againſt de 
tection, although the poor ſoul may be left to munter 
ever ſo long, through his negle cx. 
From the various ſources, of which the church had 
made herſelf miſtreſs, wealth was e pouring 
in upon her, from every quarter. Beſides 
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- Beſides the prodigious landed eſtate, purchaſed 
with the church's money, ſuch was the enthuſiaſm 
which preceded the reformation; that many “ princes 
and nobles of the earth made a transfer of their 
« royal domains to the dignified clergy ; and in this 
« way, provinces and cities, the former rights and 
e prerogatives of Tre men * mne 
e of the church.“ T“ 

Some time in the tath century, the lord clunbetiee 
of England aſſured the parliament; that the taxes 
paid to the pope were five times as much as the 
king's revenue; “ and at length the church is ſaid 
« to have got poſſeſſion of one third of all the landed 
« property in England.” 

In Scotland, the-uſurpations of che eh * 
ſtill worſe. David the I. © transferred almoſt the 
« whole crown lands, which were at that time of 
« great extent, into the hands of eccleſiaſtics ;'* and 
by the time of the reformation,” Dr. Robertſon ob- 
ſerves, “ little leſs than one half of the property in the 
re nation had fallen into the hands” of the church. Þ- 

Enough has been ſaid to illuſtrate the particular 
now before us, and ſhow that the church of Rome 
hath, in times paſt, uſurped dominion not only over 
the conſcience, but over the fortunes of nan which 
was never given to her by Jeſus Chriſt. 

To finiſh my engagement, I have yet to wehe 
in the exerciſe of thoſe powers, vhich the church 
hath uſurped, * ne nn as lords.over 
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in awe. Taught to expect nothing ſhgrt of eternal 
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Miniſters of religion act as lords over God's heritage, 
when they require the children af men to receive the 
reſults of fynads, or the decrees, of general councils, as 
the doctrines of faith; and threaten them with pains 
or penalties, for rejecting any thing, propoſed to them 
for. religiaus belief, not contained in the word of God, 
If you will now look into the hiftory of the church 
of Rome, you will be convinced, her miniſters have 
acted as lords, in almoſt every thing relating to faith, 
When they went forth to make proſelytes, they 
did not go with the Bible in their hands, requeſting 
people to receive the plain doctrines therein recorded, 
as the only doctrines neceſſary to falvation : ſo far 
from that, they ſtudiouſly kept the Scriptures from 


the common people, and required them to believe 


what che church believed. 

The wworſbip inculcated by the Catholic 9 
has been, in many reſpects, very different from the 
worſhip taught by Jeſus and his apoſtles. The wor- 
ſhip performed by the firſt Chriſtians was unadorned 
and ſimple : they prayed t the Father in the name 
of Jeſus : they read the Scriptures, and expounded 
them: they urged nothing as necaſſary to ſalvation, 
but humble ſubmiſſion to the authority of Chak, ans 
a ſerious attention tochis commandments. 

The worſhip performed in the Catholic church hath 
been pompous and4ull of ceremonies, By majeſtic pa- 
rade, by ſpectacles calculated to:work anithe-imagina- 
tion, and excite terror, the worſhippers have been kept 


damnation, if they dared to ſtep aſide from the creeds, 


and from the modes which were peeſeriped n 
their conſciences ** 


Ky. 


E 

But it was not enough for the miniſters of the 
church to act as lords, in all matters of conſcience 
and religion; but, in many inſtances, they exerciſed 
lordly dominion over the monarchs of the earth. 
Such was the intereſt which the prieſthood held, for 
a long time, in the confidence and the affections of 
the people at large, that nothing more was neceſſary, 
in order to ruin the greateſt prince; than for the pope 
to excortununicate him. With reſpect to temporal 
rulers; the prieſthood had uſurped the power to WE, 
and- te:deftray:,- 7 7 Ke 

Nothing ean exceed the lordly. dominion of the 
popegs in thoſe dark ages, when few of the kings,and 
mighiy men of the world, were able even to read. 
As the prieſts had the keys of knowledge and of re- 
ligion, their determinations were abſolute : When 
they opened, no man-would preſume! to ſhut ; and when 
they hut, no man would preſume to open: 


Hiſtory furniſſies a multitude of inſtances, in which 
che Roman pontiffs exerciſed a 24 youre over 
1 <4 monarchs. 

+ ' Henry the IV. who had aſſiſted at | the council at 
Morms, in the 11th Century, to depoſe the infamous 
Gregory the VII. was afterwards brought to the moſt 
humble ſtate of ſubjection, by the cauſe of excom 
munication, iſſued againſt him by the ſame pontiff, 
Three winter days, from morning to night; the em- 
peror, the empreſs, and their child, were obliged to 

ſtand barefoot at the gate of the lordly prieſt, begginig 
n | 

Henry VI. Barmins- informs us, kneeled veſdje 

Caleſliine III. to receive his crown: the Musher pon- 
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tiff no fon ParWHed tHe ce rem, thin he rAIſed 
his foot, and Kickedtthe eu fbi the miofharech's 
Read; to (hol his laß erdor power, + o {; no: giBrbiis 

But I know Hot' Whether there is one caſe M the 
kiftory of Müänkind, WHERE! Tohalty was more Con- 
temptibly under the prieſthood, than in the cafe! of 
Henry TI. of England. Becauſe char monarch could 
not peifeckly elearhimſelf m che charge of being 
#eeffiry to the death of Bre, he was chreatened 
With alf the terrörs of 'exedtfihinnitation, unleſs he 
would ſubmit to ſuch humiliating terms, as were 
propoſed by the papit's legateb o mong other things, 
He was obliged26 go to the rambiof Bakery andiee- 
ceive diſcipline. © Henry found himſelf obliged to 
fubmit. Henry the II. who was ohe of the bra veſt 
princes of Furepe, and who had ſaid; ** The whole 
world is but ſuſſſcient for one great man, Walked 
in the moſt ſervile manner; Þav#fd65;to' the tomb of a 
man whom he hated; and fuffered-Himfſelf to be ſe- 
| verely whipped; on the naked —_— * * 2 
bury monks. 1 2 

It ſeems however, in the opinion if the bee his 
adipaics was bleſſed to him; for om his knees, he re- 
turned thanks to the ſaint, who, in his lifetime, had 
given him infinite vexation; and to teſtify his good dif- 
poſition, left a large ſum, to provide light for the tomb. 

Were other inſtances required, farther-to:fhowrrhar 
the miniſters of the Catholic church have actedꝭ as 
2 lords, in the exerciſe; of the gs ow 
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bey had ubupedethe hillary of, dhe jnquiſition would 
ſurniſh enow ) . 0 angler 

In Spain,“ lers. Maha, in his tzaxcls through 
chat country, © theres hut ane. religious inſtitution, 
« which philoſophy. mourns to ſee that nation ſub- 
« jc&ed ta; it is che Inquiſition, Or, as it 1s called, 
* the holy office.. 9 

The inquiſitiog. was eſtabliſbed for the extirpation 
of hereſy, and;it. hath been. emplayed, for that, pur- 
paſq near 690. years, |,; Many, yery-many, have been 
ſikently. apprehended, confimed, roxtured, condemned, 
and ſent out of the world, by the authority and influ- 
ence of that awful aribunal.. We cannot read the 
accounts which are given of ĩts proceedings, without 
ſhuddering. .. We, feel; the blood chill in our veins, 
when we contemplate. the ſhocking crueltics, which 
men, profeſling the religion of Jeſus, have exerciſed 
an cheii brethren, ſor no other reaſon than a differ- 
ence of opinion about ſome particular doctrines. 

No longer ago. than 1763, ſeveral perſons were 
condemned, by a Spaniſh inquiſition, as heretics, and 
committed to the flames. Other inſtances of cruelty, 
under the direction of the holy office, are as late as 1784. 

« The cruelty, and treachery 865 attended the 
« puniſhment of John Huſs, and Jerome of Prague,” 
cannot be read, without bluſhing, by thoſe members 
of the Romiſh church, who would perſuade ys, if they 
could, that ſhe. was. never tyrannical or perſecuting. 

John Huſs had the promiſe of the emperor and of 
the pope both, that he ſhould be protected from all 
harm, during his abode at Caſſauce ;. but the emperor 
was afterwards perluaded, by the cardinals and che 
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biſhops, to violate his ſolemn engagement; becauſe, 
as the hiſtorian relates, © according to the decrtraln 
H declared heretick could not be admitted to make 
* his defence, neither under the pretext of the pusht 


ve 122 nor any other whatſoever.” 4 
Huſs and Jerome were condemned, and burnt, 


for having preached, in Bohemia, that, according th 


« the inſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt, and the example of 
** the ancients, the ſacrament of the Eucharift ought 
« to be adminiſtered - under both ſpecies ; and for 


having actually adminiſtered it in that mankef. BY 


But I will add no more: A cloud of witneſſes 
from the Waldenſes, and the Albigenſes; from the 
venerable company of martyrs, who were either com- 
mitted to the flames, or in other ways endured unut- 
terable tortures, and death, during the reign of Queen 
Mary; from the murdered Huguenots in 1572, and 


from the many thouſands maſſacred by the Irifh pa- 


piſts in 1641, are ready to come forward; and teſtify 


againft the tyranny which the church of Rome hath 
frequently exerciſed, and the cruelties which her influ- 


ential members have countenanced and encouraged.* 

If I have not ventured too far on your patience 
already, you will ſuffer me to make a few obſerva- 
tions on the ſubject at large, before we part. 


4 & % 


eſtants and the church of Rome is not merely about 


words, and things in themſelves indifferent. 
de we keel : a Hincere e for many in the 


Catholic 


Lenfant. Hiſt. Coun, Conſtance, vol. 1. pref. p- 20% vol. 7. p. 435 & 320. 
Hume's Hiſt. England, vol. 3. p. 125. . 
Hiſtoriags relate, that as magy as 70,000 were maſſacred in Paris in eight 
days. Pope Gregory the XIII. ordered a public thankſgiving, on account of the 


- extirpation of ſo many hereticks. Hume ſays, 400, oog proteſtants were maſſa. 
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Catholic communion, and rejoice, that, among this 
miniſters of that church, there is a reſpectable num- 
ber who hold a different language from that which 
was held by their anceſtors ; we are nevertheleſs 
obliged to ſay, many of the doctrines of the church 
of Rome, and many of her practices, appear to us 
unſcriptural : and however ſerious, however conſci- 
entious, multitudes in her communion may be, ſuch 
are the articles of her faith, and ſuch her forms of wor- 
ſhip, that we cannot join in them, and feel innocent. 

She ſtill holds, that all her members, in all parts of 
the world, are bound to acknowledge the pope'as 
the vicegerent of Chriſt, and head of his church'on 
earth, and to yield obedience to him accordingly. 

She till holds, that the ſacramental bread and 
wine, after conſecration, are the very body and blood 
of Jeſus, and demand reverential worſhip. 

She holds, that prayers are to be made to Jepabugd 
ſaints, and particularly to Mary, who, in the devotional 
language of the church, is ſtyled the Mother of God. 

She holds the doctrine of purgatory, and teaches 
her members to believe, that the merits of the ſaints 
may be applied for the benefit of thoſe who are ſuf- 
tering in another world. 

In ſhort, ſhe holds, that ſalvation is not to ohh er- 
pected by any who are not of her communion.“ 

As we are under no apprehenſion, that the Catho- 
lie church will greatly prevail in this coftntry, we 
{hall not, at preſent, make any obſervations on the 
dangerous tendency of a doctrine, which obliges all 
who embrace it, to acknowledge ſubjection to a foreign 


Ae which has 00g n cr e over the con- 
on 01 ſcience, 


8 T declare, I am in the communion of the hol holy Catholic church=out of 
« which there is no ſalvation. “ Prince of Copti's w 
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$jence, and in many caſes hath preſumed to abſolyy 
the allegiance which ſubjects owe to their civil rulers, 
As the members of the Catholic church. receive the 
doctrines, which we have now mentioned, as doctrines 
Al faith, we, who conſider them as corruplions and errors, 
Mould endeavour to fort iſy our children againſt them. 
This branch of the Dudleian Lecture continues, 
He refore, to be important, and perhaps it is as much 
16; in this part of the world, at the preſent en 
it has ever been ſince it was ſounded. 4 | 
Ihe hierarchy of Rome, which is now waged old, 
and -hath been long decaying, is ready to fall. In 
times of difficulty and danger, it may be expected, 
maup, in the communion of that church, will ſeek 
protection in proteſtant countries. Should any, un- 
der ſuch circumſtances, eſcape to this land, while they 
confine their peculiarities to people of their ow]n per- 
ſuaſion, they may be ſure of receiving every mark of 
attention and friendſhip ; but. ſhould we ſee them 
tempt to draw our children from the ſimplicity of 
the goſpel, duty and affection: would require us to 
oppoſe them; not, indeed, with force and violence, 
but with arguments from Scripture and eas the 
only weapons of our warfare, W 
as have arrived to years of ten and': are 
toler ly acquainted with the principles of natural 
and re\galed religion, cannot be in much danger of 
ſorſaking the e195 4 of their fathers, and ns | 
Roman Catholigss. | ! 
When people are ſolieited to a an efferitial 
anden in their religion, they will naturally inquire, 
ant bono? what advantage will it be to us? and be- 
*. it ü would be a hard matter to convince; a ſerious 
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and well-informed proteſtant, that he would be at al 
the better, or more ſure of happineſs; were he to ER. 
change his humble form of religion for the parade 
and pageantry of the Catholic worſtip; and Tthe 
ſimple articles of his fairh; fer the decrees of Lans 
ran, of Conlance, and Tn. 5 (ant nr S376 
"The man who, at this age ofthe world; oö o 
fer himſelf as a champion to defend the 'dbArinegialr 
the church of Rome; would appear im the ſame lg 
to all true philoſophers, as he who ſhould' undertake 
to prove, that the Prolemeun ſyſtem truſt be thœ 
true one, becauſe the literal mearing of ſome pas 
of Soripture ſeæms to favor it, Whils'the: Cr 
hath the ſuppott of phyſical and at hernaticat del. 
onſtration: bur; ſheuld any ſuch champien up peng, 
after bluſtering awhile, Re probably would ha v 
honour to retire, wiłhout notice: No mitwhorennts 
his reputation, withengage' with"cvery. partizany/in a" 
field, where victory hath been ſo often won, chat the 
honourof a new'conqueſt could not be worth receiving. 
While we meditate on the tyratiny and uſurpatibits | 
which have been exercifed by the ehüreh of Rete, 
let us render unifcigned thanks to Mmighty Gedi fer 
the religious, as well as civil Uberty ieh we enjcp. 
Unawed by popiſh or prelatieal authority ; unfeaterd 
by the creeds-6Þfellow: mortals; we fead, we thin, 
and we judge for ourſelves. God, our heavenly 
Father; hath! given us this freedom; we ſhould-merit - 
his/frowns, did we-lightly eſteem itt we'ſhould . 
derer a ſevere puniſhment, did we turnely give up. 
The age; in wich w live, may Be reckened amor 
thn eventful. . The humatr iind eng eppreff e 
with civil and — . hath made, 


. @ J 
and is now making, noble efforts to recover her native 
vigor, and her native rights. In many inſtances her 
ſtruggles have been tewarded with ſucceſs. ' - ,, 

The claims of jy/tice, made by the high-toned voice 
of millions, determined to be free, alarmed the tyrants 
of the earth. Manly aſſertions of right, on one ſide 
of the Atlantic, awakened the ſame feelings, and the 
ſame reſolutions, on the other : and we indulge the 
pleafing hope, that, notwithſtanding the calamities, 
which ariſe from the preſent colliſion of European 
nations—calamities which muſt be expected, in 
greater or leſs degrees, when men, who have been 
long and grievouſly oppreſſed; exert themſelves to 
recover their liberty —/be conſlic! will ſoon be over, 
and the children of men will, in future, enjoy more 
peace and freedom, than have fallen to the lot of 
mankind, at · any preceding period. 

In the overthrow. of civil deſpotiſm, eccleſiaſtica 
3 will-alſo meet their ruin. The kings of 
the earth, in former ages, gave their authority to ſpi- 
ritual uſurpers, who, in the inſolence of their power, 
demanded univerſal obedience. With pleaſure we 
behold the ſucceſſor of thoſe haughty pontiffs, who 
made the braveſt monarchs tremble, and alarmed the 
nations with the thunders which they uttered, now 
among the ſmalleſt of the princes, and uſing the fee- 
ble voice of a ſuppliant. 0 d +5 

He who ſitteth upon the hangs of heaven, hath 
ſaid, “ will overturn, and overturn, and overturn, 
until he, whaſe right it is, ſhall come—whoſe king- 
* dom is an everlaſting kingdom, and: all dominions 
4 ſhall eve * BING. him.“ | Exc. ax 27; bun- aj 


[: 9... ex4 +. 
8 2 * 


ns . 5 4 


. 


”F 
& + 


wy”. 1 , 4 * 
* y [1 * 
n 
. 9 * N wg 
* F 1 "A. 
7 of #7 4 - #> 
ou = * W344 C 


; A; 2 


Dd 

. * ho” 
pda”, 1 *. 
A 


* 


* 
©. & 
" 


5 y o " 
* F Fl is z & 1 LR 
en 


A 1 . w— 0 
18 _ 
N . r 3 


* 2 


. 


ry 


Watt 
2 To , 


15 


al 


